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As part of its commitment to SDG tlkife on Land, SRHU has undertaken impactful initiatives to

enhance campus biodiversity through strategic tree plantation and ecological preservation efforts.

1. Enhancing Campus Biodiversity and Tpantation

SRHU sustains a lush green belt covering approximately 160,800 square meters, enriched with over 5,000
trees. The University ensures ongoing care and expansion of its green spaces throughoiisein
nursery, operated by a dedicated team of fftmembers. This welhaintained natural environment
supports a thriving biodiversity, including 125 floral species, along with a variety of fauna such as 15 bird
species, 22 butterfly species, and various reptiles and amphibians, turning the campusniutioral

habitat and live biodiversity lab for students and researchers.

Sangatiya Walakhur, Uttarakhand, India
Unnamed Road, Joly Grant, Sangatiya Walakhur, Uttarakhand 248140,
India

LatN30°11'24.2412"

Long E 78° 10' 10.4844"

28/05/21 11:50 AM

Snippets of lush green campus supporting biodiversity
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Numerous varieties of trees, shrubs, and seasonal plants across the University premises support fauna

a. Cultural Conservation through Harela Festival

SRHU celebrates Harela, a traditional Uttarakhandi festival symbolizing environmental reverence, with
an annual campuwide tree plantation drive. This festival not only honors local cultural heritage but
also reinforces the value of nature worship and conservation among students and staff. Over the past
few years, more than 100 trees of high ecological and medicinal importanioeluding Jamun, Amia,

Litchi, Pipal, Haldi, Amaltas, Lagerstroemia, and GulmoHaave been planted. These events have been
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led by Chancellor Dr. Vijay Dhasmana, who emphasized reconnecting the younger generation with
traditional wisdom and environmental ethics. On July 16, 2025, SRHU celebrated the traditional Harela
festivalt a gymbol of harmony with nature by planting nearly 500 saplings across its campus. Saplings

included Jamun, Peepal, Amaltas, Neem, and Lagerstroemia, known for their ecological and spiritual

significance.
The campaign was inaugurated by President Dr. Gij& a Y y I = K2 SYLKI aAl SR
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Harela celebration (2025) at SRHU fostering cultural awareness and biodiversity conservation
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Annual Harela Celebrations at SRHU Reinforce Commitment to Cultural Heritage and Environmental Stewardship

0d Wi ¢ NBS Ay cindependenhcsD8y DEvE a 2 1 KS NI
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the 78th Independence Day. Spearheaded by Chairman Dr. Vijay Dhasmana, this plantation drive
celebrated the bond between patriotism and enviroantal stewardship. Faculty, staff, and students

participated enthusiastically, planting trees as a tribute to their mothers, symbolizing nurturing care for

both family and the planet.

Marking Independence Day with Purpose: Tree plantation drive at SRéythbolizing gratitude to mothers

and commitment to nature
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c. World Environment Day Celebrations

Every year on June 5, SRHU observes World Environment Day with eaidpuand villagdevel

LI FyilrGA2y RNAGSaAD ¢KS RI & afyoldySoinmitmént tb biddigedsi§ NJFF dzt
sustainability, and climate action. Tree planting, environmental pledges, and awareness campaigns are
organized across departments, encouraging deep environmental consciousness among students and
faculty alike. On June 2025, the University carried out a series of activities across its academic schools.
CKAAa @SFNDa GKSYSZ G9YyRAY3I tfladA0 t2ffdziAz2y g
environmental consciousness among students and faculty. Aigiigtof these activities was the Tree

Plantation Drive.

Students from SST and SPS at SRHU actively participate in a tree plantation drive, demonstrating their

commitment to environmental sustainability and community engagement
d. Tree Plantation by RDI

The Rural Development Institute (RDI) at Swami Rama Himalayan University continues to champion
environmental sustainability through grassroéével action. As part of its ongoing commitment to
ecological restoration and community empowerment, the RDIntehas organized multiple tree
plantation drives across rural areas in Uttarakhand. These drives, conducted in collaboration with local
villagers, schoolchildren, and community leaders, focus on planting medicinabé&aritng, and native

trees that not aly enhance green cover but also support livelihoods and-teng environmental

resilience.
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RDI at SRHU conducts commundyiven tree plantation initiatives, empowering local residents to actively

participate in ecological restoration andnvironmental stewardship
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responsibility in biodiversity conservation and sustainable development

2. Enhancing Environmental Awareness aducation

In alignment with global imperatives such as the University has undertaken a series of structured,
interdisciplinary, and participatory initiatives to cultivate environmental literacy and promote

ecologically responsible behavior across its &caid and social ecosystem.

a. Academic Lectures and Expert Dialogues

2

0 On April 23, 2024, a guest lecture was organized under the auspices of the National Academy of
Sciences, Uttarakhand Chapter. Distinguished environmentalist and historian Mr. Ajay Sharma
delivered a keynote address, wherein he contextualized the anthropogenic causes of ecological
degradation and underscored the importance of environmental stewardship. The lecture also

offered a historical and geographical perspective on the evolution & B¢ Rdzy Q& dzND |

Tel:91-1352471102, 2471140 Fax:9B52471141 Email: info@srhu.edu.in  Website: www.srhu.edu.i



ﬁ% @t ¥ ferrerae faufaarea

Swami Rama Himalayan University
NAAC A+

ecological landscape. Vi€ghancellor Dr. Rajendra Dobhal highlighted the relevance of the 2024
Earth Day themedg t f Y S Xa®OY WK H BANAOET {wl ! QF AyadAadd

establishment of a plastic bank to supporetheduction of singlaise plastics and enhance waste

management systems.

Distinguished environmentalist Mr. Ajay Sharma delivers the keynote address during the Earth Day guest

lecture at SRHU, highlighting the historical, geographical, and ecologiazlugon of Dehradun

0 On June 5, 2024, SRHU hosted an #itstitutional seminar on environmental protection, with
a focus on river conservation and drought preparedness. Eminent speakers including Dr. Lokesh
Ohri (Been There Doon That), Dr. Brij Mohan 8laa(SPECS), and Dr. Vinod Bhatt (Navdanya
Biodiversity Farm) addressed critical themes such as biodiversity preservation, ecosystem
resilience, and indigenous knowledge systems for sustainable agriculture. Select faculty members
and researchers were alsmrfally recognized for their contributions to environmental

sustainability.
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Eminent speakers and participants at the intémstitutional seminar on World Environment Day 2024 at
SRHU, which focused on river conservation, drought preparedness, and inuadike ecological practices

6 LY {SLIWiSYOSN)I Hnunxz {wl!Qa IAYLflL&ly {OK22f
Development Institute (RDI) jointly hosted a special session featuring Padma Bhushan awardee
Shri Chandi Prasad Bhatt. Drawing upon his decades of experience in gsssnmnmental
activism, Mr. Bhatt contextualized the challenges confronting Himalayan ecosystmhk as

deforestation, resource overuse, and climate vulnerahilignd advocated for collaborative,
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interdisciplinary responses involving policymakers, rdgés, and communities. He also
emphasized the role of higher education institutions in fostering ecological literacy, sustainable

development, and studertd environmental initiativesor more informatioi)

Padma Bhushan awardee Shri Chandi Prasad Bhatt addresses SRHU students on Himalayan environmental

challenges and the importance of collaborative and sustainabtgion for environmental protection
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b. Pedagogical Integration and Student Engagement

6 The Himalayan College of Nursing (HCN) marked World Environment Day through a creative
engagement initiative involving poster and slogan competitions. Under the sgparvof Ms.
Preeti Prabha, and guided by Principal Dr. Sanchita Pugazhendi, students produced 16 entries
highlighting core environmental themes such as deforestation, pollution, climate change, and

biodiversity loss. The initiative served as a pedagogpcélko integrate environmental discourse

into nursing education while fostering credsciplinary awareness.

Students of the Himalayan College of Nursing (HCN) actively engage in a posieéng competition,

creatively expressing themes of environmentarotection and sustainability

0 An intersemester environmental quiz was conducted with participation from 145 B.Sc. Nursing
students, focusing on ecological principles, current environmental challenges, and climate policy
frameworks. The competition sougto promote informed citizenship among future healthcare

professionals and was coordinated by the Literary Committee of HCN.
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2 Baksar Wala, Uttarakhand, Indla
55R7+VP9, Joly Grant, Baksar Wala, Uttarakhand 248140, India
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B.Sc. Nursing students of Himalayan College of Nursing (HCN) participate in arsgn@ster environmental

quiz aimed at enhaniag ecological literacy and awareness of climate policy

d hy T LINAf HHIZ HAHpX GKS L999 {GdzRSyid . N} yOK
Cdzi dzZNBY / St SoNIGAy3 22NIR 9FNIK 5Fe&é&d | OGADA
wellness and sustainability session, and a carmpigke plantation drive. The program, attended
by 132 students, effectively bridged scientific discourse with civic action and cultural expression,

demonstrating the value of experiential learning in environmée@ucation.
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c. Community Outreach and FieBased Environmental Literacy

0 The Department of Community Health Nursing (HCN) conducted a targeted environmental
awareness campaign in Thano village, engaging local schoolchildren through theatrical
performances and poster exhibitions. The event also included a tree plantation ceydetbby
faculty members, reinforcing the role of communltgsed participatory models in

environmental education.
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HCN faculty and students lead environmental awareness and tree plantation activities

with schoolchildren in Thano village
3. CombattingLand Degradation and Desertification

a. Rainwater Harvesting

Swami Rama Himalayan University (SRHU) receives an average annual rainfall of 2073.3 mm, creating
significant potential for rainwater harvesting. The total annual volume of rainwater avaitaiotess

various campus surfacesncluding rooftops, paved roads, open areas, and green béles been
estimated at approximately 3,81,408.7 cubic meters. To harness this resource efficiently, SRHU has
implemented a comprehensive rainwater harvesting systeaturing 16 recharge pits, 2 borewell
recharge units, and 3 additional recharge pits constructed during @340 enhance groundwater

recharge capacity.

A notable initiative includes the installation of an innovative 150 KL underground rainwater hagvest
tank at the Medical College, equipped with an advanced filtration unit tailored to rainfall patterns. This
system is designed to supply 3,000 liters per day for use in 119 toilets and 138 bathroom taps across the
Medical and Nursing Colleges. Annud@ly5 lakh liters of harvested water are used for sanitation, while
1.57 crore liters are recharged into the ground through infiltration wells. These measures suppert long

term groundwater sustainability, reduce dependence on municipal supply, and derhoas { wl | Q
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commitment to environmental stewardship.
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Rain water harvesting pit at SRHU near MBBS girls Hostel
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UNDER GROUND WATER TANK
150 KL apacity .

. Sangatiya Walakhur, Uttarakhand, India

55r8+ccc, Joly Grant, Sangatiya Walakhur, Uttarakhand 248016,

Underground water tank at SRHU
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Sangatiya Walakhur, Uttarakhand, India
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Recharge Pit near UniversitOffice

4. Reduction of Pollution and Degradation

a. Soil Conservation Through Effluent Treatment

Swami Rama Himalayan University (SRHU), in its commitment to environmental sustainability and
responsible resource management, has implemented a roli&ffuent Treatment Plant (ETP) to
contribute actively towards soil conservation and ecological health, in alignment with Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) 15: Life on Land. The wastewater generated from multiple sources across the
SRHU campusincluding ldoratories, laundry services, hospital facilities, and utility areiascollected

and treated through two advanced systems:

A Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) using Moving Bed Biofilm Reactor (MBBR) technology combined with

extended aeratioractivated sludge mcess, which ensures the effective removal of organic and

Tel:91-1352471102, 2471140 Fax:9B52471141 Email: info@srhu.edu.in  Website: www.srhu.edu.i
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inorganic matter.

SEWAGE: TREATMENT T
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Activated carbon and dual media filters in operation for advanced wastewater treatment
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Baksar Wala, Uttarakhand, India
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Sangatiya Walakhur, Uttarakhand, India
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Redmarked tap supplying treated wastewater from the sewage treatment plant, promoting
sustainable water reuse for landscaping and greenery maintenance

A dedicated Effluent Treatment Plant (ETP) with a daily capacity of 90,000 liters, designed
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specifically to remove toxic and ndaxic chemical substances, especially those emanating from
hospital and laboratory operations. The ETP ensures the wastevdteated to meet or exceed

the safety and environmental standards prescribed by the State Pollution Control Board. The
treated water undergoes rigorous quality assessments before being repurposed for horticultural
dzaS | ONRPaa (KS ! yspadBSgeBnizoneésQa LI NJ a> 3IF NRSyY
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ETP at SRHU designed to treat and recycle wastewater from institutional activities, ensuring
compliance with environmental norms
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